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Online inter faith talks on 

The Goal of Human Existence and the path to attain it according to my 

religion 

 
Vincent’s College of Commerce, Pune, in collaboration with the Snehasadan Institute for 

the Study of Religion (SISR) organized an online, inter-religious, reflection on the topic, 

“What resources does my Religion have to foster peace at the Individual and community levels, 

especially in the face of a culture of hate?”, for the year 2022 

The Religions invited to participate were Sikhism, Buddhism, Christianity, 

Hinduism, Jainism, Islam, Zoroastrianism, Tribal Religions and Judaism.   An expert from 

one religion would give an exposition on the topic from his/her religious point of view and 

followed by discussion and clarifications.  

Religion is used as tool to divide people for the benefit of socio-economic and political 

needs.  The process of dividing the people on the basis of caste, creed and colour in the human 

history many a times.  But now this is being done in a more organized manner and even the 

political and government machinery is deliberately involved in promoting it. Various laws are 

being drawn up to determine what one can eat and how one can dress, how one should pray, 

and whom one should marry. People are not allowed to stay or do business in certain areas. We 

forget that by fencing in any group we are creating a volatile situation that can lead to an 

explosion. History is being interpreted in such a way to foster a divide among peoples who 

have lived together for centuries irrespective of their diverse religious beliefs and have joined 

in each other’s joys and sorrows. 

 

In this context each speaker explained what his/her religion teach on peace, harmony, 

loving and respecting one another, protecting and safeguarding life and assets of fellow human 

being… etc.   

Each one spoke these aspects of peaceful co-existence referring to the Holy Books, 

ancient teaching of saints and leaders, tradition and practice that are followed, prayers and 

rituals etc.   



 

All speakers affirmed that the purpose of all Religions is ultimately to unite the individual 

adherent to God and all creation. Hence, the focus of a Religion should not be on itself but on 

the sublime, all-encompassing Mystery, called God, to which they all point! 

 

Christianity 

Speaker - Fr. Arun Kumar S.J., Director, Centre for Ignatian Spirituality and Research, 

DNC, Pune. 

The context of communal hate is development and perpetuated through mixing religious 

identity with cultural and ethnic identity, defensive fundamentalism and political tools.  He 

explained what Christianity teaches on peace and harmony, taking examples from Holy Bible, 

Saints and Church teachings. The term peace is Shalom (Heb.) which is best understood as “the 

spiritual and material well-being of persons individually and the community as a whole that 

results from fidelity to the covenant with God”. 

Hinduism  

Speaker - Dr. Kumar Saptarshi, Chairman of Maharashtra Gandhi Smarak Nidhi, Pune 

Dr. Saptarshi emphasised on the fact that India is a land of multiple religion and there was co-

existence of religion.  Due to political and separatists view and country is facing intolerance 

today.  Individual and collective efforts to fight against these forces will bring up harmony and 

peace. 

Islam 

Speaker - Mr. Muhammad Abdullah Javed Director, A. J. Academy for Research and 

Development, Raichur, Karnataka 

Peace is interaction between inner world and outer world.  A person with inner peace can 

spread.  Inner world is the reflection of outer world.  There should not be any disparity between 

inner and outer world- words and actions.  Muslim means peace keeper.  He pointed out various 

teachings such as no disorder, protection of human dignity, no communal hatred, neighbour a 

testimony etc of the Prophet and Quran on peace and how to attain peace.  He said by being 

embodiment of peace one can spread peace.  

 

 

 

 

 



Jainism 

Speaker -  Dr. Sunitha Jain. M.A., Ph.D in Jainology from University of Madras, 

Chennai. 

Dr. Jain explained causes of cultural hate are due to dispute, quarrel, disagreement, difference 

of opinion, inconsistent and conflict.  One who conquer the self and have victory over inner 

opponent, and self realized souls can attain peace.  Solution to shared hate can be reduced by 

considering all equal, all the being have the right to exist, believe in no caste and through 

individual self-effort. She emphasised on individual formation for spreading the peace around.  

Judaism    

Speaker - Rabbi Joshua Kolet,  

Rabbi spoke importance of peace, justice and truth.  Taking examples from the Torah, he 

showed how scripture speaks about co-existence of entire world in peace. He also explained 

meaning of peace from the teachings of the prophets.  He concluded that peace is a grace from 

God and given to all.    

Sikhism 

Speaker -  Mr. N. P. Singh Bakshi 

Mr. Singh spoke importance of treating everyone is equal.  Guru the removal of darkness and 

giver of light.  Ignorance can be removed though light.  Gurus have shown how one can live a 

life of light.  He enlightened the listeners with teachings of Guru. He implore the audience not 

to promote negativity and cautioned the use of social media that spreads violence.   

Tribal Religions  

Speaker Dr. (Fr.) Lenin Antony SJ,  Samskriti, Pariyaram, Kannur, Kerala  

Dr. Lenin gave the background of Tribals in India.  Multiple ways and systems are there in 

tribal life to promote peace and harmony.  By being in the nature they always be in harmony 

with nature and people.   

Zoroastrianism 

Speaker -   Mr. Ervad Parvez Bajan 

Zoroastrianism is the oldest living religion in the world.  Everyone born on this earth has a 

purpose and everyone need to achieve it.  Religious is pious and virtues living.  Human being 

is the best creation of the God Almighty.  Noble way of living is a reward to God. He gave 

examples from Zoroastrian scriptures on various walks of life and need for virtues needed for 

best living.  

 



Every Religion has divine and human elements in it that are closely bound together over time. 

All religions teach and all scriptures lead us to a just, loving and caring life.  Teach us to be 

respectful to all human being and the nature.  After each presentation there were fruitful 

discussion on the same.   All the participants are invited to understand the historical context of 

each Religion and to see how it struggles through history to attain its end of uniting people to 

God. In the process participants learned from the speakers that each one has to foster and build 

up peace traditions through its scriptures and practices, so that all of us can be enriched. As it 

is often affirmed, ‘to be a religious person today, is to be inter-religious’! 
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