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Social Transformation Program by AICUF in Meghalaya

1 From September 26 to 30, 2025, a transformative program
rooted in the Ignatian ideal of Magis—the more” or “greater
service™—was  conducted in  Meghalaya under the
g collaborative guidance of the All India Catholic University
B Federation (AICUF), Pune Unit and the Jesuit community of
| Kohima. Hosted in the serene hills of the Northeast, the
initiative brought together students, educators, and local youth
in a shared pursuit of deeper reﬂectlon ethical dlscernme nt,
and commltted action. Far from being aconventlo nal ‘\

workshop or seminar, the program embodied the

Jesuit educational vision: to form individuals who are |
not only intellectually competent but also

compassionate, conscious, and committed to justice.

The theme of Magis served as both compass and
catalyst throughout the five-day immersion. It was not interpreted as a call to do more in terms of quantity,

but to seek greater depth, authenticity, and alignment with the common good in all endeavors—whether in

personal choices, professional aspirations, or cnity engagement. The program opened on September 26
i ' £ % with an orientation session at St. Francis Xavier Parish
4 in Umber, where participants were invited to reflect on
' { their motivations for service and the kind of impact they
wished to create. This introspective grounding set the
- tone for the days ahead, ensuring that external activities
~ were always tethered to internal discernment.
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Over the following days, sessions

unfolded at key locations including the
. Arrupe Retreat Center in Mawshohrah
and various educational institutions in
and around Shillong. The content wove
together  financial  literacy,  social

. responsibility, leadership formation, and

ecological ~ awareness—but  always
through the lens of Magis. For instance, discussions on budgeting or investment were not limited to technical
know-how; they were framed within questions of justice: Who benefits? Who is excluded? How can personal
financial decisions contribute to more equitable systems? Similarly, leadership sessions emphasized servant
leadership—drawing from both Ignatian spirituality and indigenous wisdom traditions that value community
over individualism. Crucially, the program integrated soft skills development—such as empathetic
communication, active listening, conflict resolution, and collaborative problem-solving—as essential tools for
youth to become effective agents of social change. These competencies were not taught in isolation but
embedded within real-life scenarios, enabling participants to see themselves as mediators, mentors, and

mobilizers within their own communities.

e “‘""; A distinctive feature of the program was its dialogical
structure. Rather than top-down instruction, facilitators
from AICUF and the Kohima Jesuits created spaces for
~ mutual learning. Local youth shared insights about land
' stewardship, matrilineal social structures, and the

challenges of preserving cultural identity amid rapid

'; e gw PO EeMRaW  Urbanization. In turn, visiting  students from Pune

’ 2 Mawlyndep, Meghalaya, India =
Jvx3+5hq, Mawlyndep, Meghalaya 793016, India
Lat 25.648046° Lcr\g 91. 854248

listened, asked questions, and reflected on parallels and

contrasts with their own contexts. This exchange

fostered what Ignatius called ‘ﬁndmg God in all things”—recognizing wisdom, dignity, and divine presence

in diverse cultures and lived experiences.

On September 28, the final full day of the program, a culminating session at the Arrupe Retreat Center brought
together Magis students—those already engaged in faith-based service and reflection—to explore how
financial literacy could be a tool for empowerment rather than mere accumulation. Through case studies and

small-group dialogue, participants examined how ethical finance, cooperative models, and transparent
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resource-sharing could strengthen grassroots movements and uplift marginalized communities. The day

concluded not with certificates or applause, but with a period of silent reflection and a shared commitment to

carry the spirit of Magis beyond the hills of Meghalaya.

The collaboration between AICUF and the Kohima Jesuits proved especially fruitful, blending AICUEF’s
grassroots youth mobilization with the Jesuits’ long-standing commitment to integral human development.
The presence of Jesuit formators ensured that spiritual depth accompanied practical learning, while AICUF’s

student leaders brought energy and peer-to-peer engagement.

In sum, the September 26-30, 2025 program in Meghalaya was not an event to be “completed” but a seed to
be nurtured. By anchoring financial and civic education in the Ignatian pursuit of Magis, and by equipping
youth with both leadership capacities and soft skills essential for dialogue and change, it invited participants
to ask not just “What can I do?” but “What more can | become—for others, for justice, for the world?” In its
quiet intensity and reflective rigor, the program exemplified how education, when infused with purpose and

grounded in relationship, becomes a lifelong journey toward the greater good.

Garbha workshop

A two-day Garbha workshop was organized at St. Vincent
College, Pune, on 29th and 30th September 2025, aimed
at introducing students to the traditional Gujarati folk
dance form and fostering a deeper appreciation for India’s
cultural heritage. The workshop was designed not merely
as a dance session but as an experiential learning
opportunity to connect students with the cultural and

community spirit embedded in Garbha—a dance

L

historically performed during Navratri to celebrate the

divine feminine and community togetherness.

VINCENT COLLEGE




St. Vincent College, Pune

The primary objective of the workshop was to create a space where students, many of whom had little or no

prior exposure to Garbha, could learn its basic steps, rhythms, and circular formations in a supportive

environment. Beyond technique, emphasis was placed on understanding the cultural context of the dance—its

symbolism, its role in fostering unity, and its expression of joy, devotion, and collective celebration. In a

college setting that values inclusivity and holistic development, the workshop also served as a platform to

promote intercultural awareness, encourage participation across gender and regional backgrounds, and nurture

a sense of shared cultural identity among the student community.

Over the two days, participants engaged

‘: in guided practice sessions led by

experienced instructors, gradually
building confidence in their movements
and coordination. The sessions concluded
with a small informal presentation where
students performed together, reflecting
the spirit of collaboration and cultural

immersion. Feedback from participants

highlighted not only their enjoyment of the dance but also arenewed interest in exploring other traditional art

forms. By integrating cultural education with active participation, the workshop successfully aligned with the

college’s broader goal of nurturing well-rounded individuals who value and carry forward India’s rich artistic

traditions.
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Gandhi Jayanti Commemoration: Seminar and Reading Day

In observance of Mahatma Gandhi’s 156th birth anniversary, St. Vincent College, Pune, organized a
thoughtfully curated commemorative program on October 3, 2025, centered on the enduring relevance of
Gandhian thought in contemporary society. Held in the intellectually resonant setting of the College Library
Reading Room, the event comprised a thematic seminar followed by a Gandhi-themed silent reading session,

embodying the college’s commitment to reflective learning, ethical inquiry, and Civic consciousness.

The program was anchored in the theme “Sarvodaya through Swaraj: Reimagining Self-Rule and
Collective Welfare in the 21st Century.” Drawing from Gandhi’s seminal work Hind Swaraj and his vision of
Sarvodaya—the welfare of all—the theme invited participants to critically engage with the interdependence
of individual moral autonomy (Swaraj) and inclusive social progress (Sarvodaya). In an era marked by
political polarization, ecological crisis, and digital alienation, the theme served as a timely call to re-examine
Gandhi’s integrated philosophy of personal discipline, nonviolent resistance, economic self-reliance, and

participatory democracy.

The seminar commenced at 10:00 AM with a welcome address by the Librarian, Dr. Yogesh Mate,
who emphasized the library’s role as a space not only for knowledge acquisition but for moral and civic
reflection. He underscored Gandhi’s lifelong engagement with books, noting that Gandhi’s own mtellectual
journey was deeply shaped by reading—from Tolstoy and Ruskin to the Bhagavad Gita—and that the day’s
reading session would honor this legacy through active, contemplative engagement with primary Gandhian
texts.

The keynote address was delivered by Dr. Anil Adsule, Principal of St. Vincent College, whose lecture,
titltd “Swaraj as Ethical Praxis: From Inner Discipline to Social Transformation,” offered a nuanced
exposition of Gandhi’s concept of self-rule. Dr. Adsule distinguished Swaraj from mere political
independence, framing it instead as a continuous process of self-mastery, truth-seeking (Satya), and
responsibility toward the margmnalized. He argued that in today’s context, Swaraj must be reclaimed as a
counter to consumerism, misinformation, and passive citizenship—urging students to cultivate “inner

sovereignty” through critical thinking, digital mindfulness, and community service.

Dr. Adsule further linked Swaraj to Sarvodaya, illustrating how Gandhi envisioned economic systems rooted
in trusteeship, village self-sufficiency (Gram Swaraj), and non-exploitative labor. He cited contemporary
examples—such as cooperative movements, ethical fintech, and climate justice activism—as modern

manifestations of Gandhian principles. His address concluded with a challenge to the student community:
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ATrue freedom begins not when you can ddevenWwhen vy
no

one i s watching. 0O

Following the seminar, participants engaged in a silent, reflective reading session in the Library
Reading Room. Curated selections from Gandhi’s writings were made available, including excerpts from Hind
Swaraj, The Story of My Experiments with Truth, letters on nonviolence, and his essays on education (Nai
Talim) and sustainability. Additional materials included scholarly commentaries on Gandhian economics,
environmental ethics, and peacebuilding. Students, faculty, and staff read individually yet communally,
embodying Gandhi’s belief in shanti (peace) as an active, mward discipline. At the session’s close, several
students voluntarily shared brief reflections, noting how Gandhi’s emphasis on simplicity and moral
consistency resonated with their own aspirations for purposeful living.

The event successfully transcended ceremonial observance, fostering a space for intellectual and
ethical engagement with Gandhi’s philosophy. By situating the program in the library—a symbol of reasoned
discourse—the college reinforced its pedagogical ethos: that education must cultivate not only competence
but conscience.

The integration ofscholarly discourse (seminar) and meditative practice (reading) mirrored Gandhi’s own life,
where action and reflection were mnseparable. Feedback from participants highlighted the program’s depth,
relevance, and departure from performative commemorations, with many expressing interest in forming a

Gandhi Study Circle for sustained dialogue.
Participation in Zonal-Level Aavishkar Research Competition

On October 4, 2025, a team of seven undergraduate students from St. Vincent College, Pune, represented the
institution at the Zonal-Level Aavishkar Research Competition, hosted by Annasaheb Magar College,
Hadapsar, Pune. Organized under the broader Aavishkar initiative—a state-supported platform to promote
research-based learning and entrepreneurshp among undergraduate students—the competition brought
together young scholars from colleges across the Pune zone to present original, solution-oriented research

proposals addressing contemporary socio-economic, environmental, and civic challenges
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The St. Vincent College contingent showcased a diverse portfolio of well-conceived research projects,

reflecting interdisciplinary curiosity, analytical rigor, and a strong commitment to socially relevant inquiry.
Their submissions spanned domains including public policy, sustainable technology, circular economy,

financial literacy, urban management, and pedagogical reform.

| Among the most compelling proposals was
_ “MSRTC Profit Revival Plan,” a strategic

analysis  diagnosing systemic inefficiencies in
Maharashtra’s state-run bus service. The team
: identified critical pain points—such as aging
g% \ehicle fleets, escalating fuel expenditures, and
== redundant operational structures—and proposed
- data-driven interventions aimed at restoring
. financial viability é

H

while prese/rvi’ng\ publié égc/é;é/t\o gf\fdfdable ‘t'rans'p;ort.'
Another standout entry, “From Waste to Wellness:
Next-Gen Freeze Drying Technology,” explored the
- application of advanced food preservation methods to
mitigate  post-harvest losses in agriculture. The
proposal outlined a scalable model to convert

§ perishable surplus into nutrient-rich, shelf-stable

health products, thereby enhancing farmer incomes

: ' and promoting food security.

Equally noteworthy was a comparative study titled “Recycling o

vs. Traditional Mining: An Environmental, Economic, and

Social Footprint Analysis,” which demonstrated a
sophisticated grasp of circular economy principles. The research evaluated the long-
term sustainability of material recovery systems against conventional extraction,

advocating for policy incentives to accelerate the transition toward regenerative

resource Uuse.

Additional projects included an innovative financial analysis on “Home Jewellery as

an Underutilized Investment Asset,” highlighting the economic potential of informal
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household holdings; a practical business model for an AMC Property Management Company, addressing gaps

in urban housing maintenance; and a compelling pedagogical argument titled “Making Civics Compulsory:
Cultivating Multiculturalism, Legal Literacy, and Active Citizenship,” which underscored education’s

vital role in strengthening democratic resilience.

The students presented their work with clarity and confidence before a panel of academic and industry
evaluators. Their ability to articulate complex ideas, respond to technical queries, and contextualize their

proposals within real-world constraints was widely acknowledged by judges and peer participants alike.

This participation not only highlighted the research aptitude of St. Vincent’s students but also affirmed the
college’s commitment to fostering a culture of inquiry, critical thinking, and civic engagement. The experience
provided valuable exposure to regional academic discourse, peer benchmarking, and the standards expected

at competitive research forums.
Paper Craft Workshop: “Creative Reuse —Best Out of Waste”

In alignment with its commitment to environmental sustainability and creative pedagogy, St.Vincent College,
Pune, successfully organized a Paper Craft Workshop on October 11, 2025. The event was conceptualized
to promote the ethos of “Best Out of Waste” by encouraging students to transform everyday paper waste into
aesthetically pleasing and functional art pieces. The workshop served as a hands-on platform to foster eco-

consciousness, creativity, and resourcefulness among participants.

The college had the privilege of hosting an experienced and passionate paper craft enthusiast, as the Resource
Person for the session. With a dynamic and engaging teaching style, he demonstrated a variety of paper-based
decorative techniques using minimal tools and recycled materials. He began the session by introducing the
principles of upcycling and the environmental impact of paper waste, setting a thoughtful context for the

creative activities that followed.

Throughout the workshop, the resource person guided students through step-by-step instructions to create an
array of paper decorations—including wall hangings, greeting cards, floral arrangements, and festive
ornaments—using discarded newspapers, old magazines, used notebooks, and packaging paper. A significant
highlight of the session was his origami demonstration, where he taught foundational folds and progressed to
crafting intricate models such as cranes, boxes, and modular stars. His emphasis on precision, patience, and

imagination resonated deeply with the attendees.
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The workshop was attended by a diverse group of students from various departments, all of whom participated

with enthusiasm and curiosity. Many expressed appreciation for learning practical, low-cost, and eco-friendly
alternatives to commercial décor, especially in the context of college festivals, home celebrations, and
community events. The interactive format allowed participants to experiment freely, ask questions, and
showcase their creations by the end of the session.

This iitiative underscored St. Vincent College’s ongoing dedication to sustainable development and
experiential learning. By integrating environmental awareness with artistic expression, the workshop not only
imparted valuable skills but also inspired amindset shift toward mindful consumption and creative reuse. The
event concluded with a vote of thanks to the resource person for his insightful and inspiring guidance, and to

the organizing team for their seamless coordination.

The success of the Paper Craft Workshop reaffirms the institution’s belief that small, conscious actions—
when multiplied across a community—can lead to significant environmental impact. It is hoped that such

initiatives will continue to empower students to become stewards of sustainability in both personal and

professional spheres.
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Participation in National Webinar for International Girl Child Day

Al CUF v Inobservance of International Girl Child Day, the All India Catholic
N, ’uv

e =2 University Federation (AICUF), in collaboration with the National
National Women's Commission &

St-Joseph College of Arts and Science - Women’s Commission and St. Joseph College of Arts and Science
for Women, Pagalpatty, Salem

p JOINTLY ORGANISE N for Women, Pagalpatty, Salem, jointly organized a National Webinar
< L\;l on October 10, 2025. A delegation of students from the AICUF Unit,

St. Vincent College, Pune, actively participated in this virtual event,

(Event details: engaging with national discourse on gender equity, constitutional

Theme: From silence to strength: Realising . . . . .
the aonstititional promises for Worien rights, and the empowerment of girls in Indian society.
Resource Person: Manoranjini,
Advocate, High Court
of Karnataka

Date: 10/10/2025

Time: 6pm - 7.30pm

The webinar was anchored in the theme: “From Silence to Strength:

Realising the Constitutional Promises for Women.” The session

aimed to critically examine the gap between constitutional guarantees

Platform: Google meet

of equality and the lived realities of girls and women across socio-

WEARE BORN IN AN UNJUST SOCIETY AND WE ARF
DETERMINED NOT TO LEAVE IT AS WE HAVE FOUND IT

economic strata. It served as a platform to amplify student voices, foster legal awareness, and encourage active

civic engagement in advancing gender justice.

The keynote address was delivered by
Ms. Manoranjinii, Advocate, High
Court of Karnataka, whose expertise
in constitutional law and gender rights
provided a rigorous, grounded
perspective on the legal frameworks
safeguarding  grls’  rights. She
addressed systemic barriers such as

VéL&iieSO00TY
ZMPM | Joz-djug-yqf o @ B O

educational access, economic

participation, safety in public spaces,
and the enforcement of protective legislation—including provisions under the Constitution, the Right to
Education Act, and the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. Her presentation
emphasized that true empowerment begins when girls are no longer silenced but equipped with knowledge,

agency, and institutional support.

Students from St. Vincent College’s AICUF unit engaged attentively throughout the session, contributing to

the Q&A segment with thoughtful questions on policy implementation, youth-led advocacy, and the role of
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educational mstitutions in dismantling patriarchal norms. Their participation reflected the unit’s commitment

to social transformation through informed dialogue and ethical leadership. This webinar not only broadened

the students’ understanding of legal and social dimensions of gender equity but also reinforced the college’s

mission to nurture socially conscious, ethically grounded leaders committed to justice and inclusive
development.

Workshop on UAP’s by Fr. Dr. Kenneth Misquitta S.J.

On 11 October 2025, St. Vincent College
conducted a focused workshop for its faculty members
led by the Director, Fr. Dr. Kenneth Misquitta, S.J.,
centered on the Society of Jesus’ Four Universal

Apostolic Preferences (UAPs). The session aimed to

e deepen the faculty’s understanding of how these
guiding priorities—“Showing the Way to God,” “Walking with the Excluded,” “Journeying with Youth,” and
“Caring for Our Common Home”—can shape the institution’s academic vision, pedagogical approaches, and
community engagement. Fr. Misquitta emphasized the integration of Ignatian spirituality and values into
everyday teaching practices, urging educators to view their roles not only as academic facilitators but as co-

discerners in the formation of compassionate,

justice-oriented leaders.

The workshop also outlined concrete
measures to align college activities with the

UAPs, including curriculum infusion, co- °

curricular outreach, and reflective practices such . d : \“* LS, W 1
as regular faculty sharing circles. Participants engaged in dialogue on embedding cura personalis and Magis
within the NEP 2020 framework, ensuring that institutional decisions—from classroom interactions to
community partnerships—are rooted in discernment and mission fidelity. The session concluded with ashared
commitment to translate these apostolic priorities into lived realities, reinforcing St. Vincent College’s identity

as a Jesuit institution dedicated to faith, justice, and holistic education.
Dr. AP.J. Abdul Kalam Jayanti Commemoration: Seminar and Themed Reading Day

In reverent celebration of the 94th birth anniversary of Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam—the visionary scientist,

beloved educator, and former President of India—St. Vincent College, Pune, organized a distinguished
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academic commemoration on October 15, 2025. Held in the tranquil and intellectually vibrant Library
Reading Room, the event featured a thematic seminar followed by a silent, reflective reading session,
embodying the college’s steadfast commitment to nurturing scientific temper, ethical leadership, and nation-

building through education.

The program was anchored in the theme “Ignited Minds, Empowered Futures: Cultivating Scientific
Temper and Moral Leadership for National Transformation.” Inspired by Dr. Kalam’s seminal work
Ignited Minds, the theme emphasized his core belief that “Empowering the youth with knowledge, vision, and
integrity is the surest path to a developed India.” It mnvited participants to explore the synergy between
scientific reasoning, ethical responsibility, and civic imagination—cornerstones of Dr. Kalam’s life and

legacy.

The seminar commenced at 10:00 AM with an opening address by Dr. Yogesh Mate, Librarian, St. Vincent
College, who highlighted Dr. Kalam’s unique identity as a “people’s president” and liftlong learner whose
personal library and voracious reading habits were central to his intellectual vitality. Dr. Mate underscored the
library’s role as a crucible for mnovation and moral reflection, aligning with Kalam’s vision of educational

mstitutions as “temples of knowledge and character-building.”

The keynote lecture was delivered by Dr. Anil Adsule, Principal of St. Vincent College, titled “From
Dream to Duty: Rekindling Kalam’s Vision for Youth-Led Nation Building.” Dr. Adsule traced Dr.
Kalam’s journey from Rameswaram to Rashtrapati Bhavan—not as a tale of individual triumph, but as a
testament to the power of purpose-driven education, humility, and service. He emphasized Kalam’s ‘“Five
Pillars of Development”—Education, Technology, Infrastructure, Agriculture, and Healthcare—and argued
that in today’s context, these must be reimagined through sustainability, digtal equity, and inclusive

innovation.
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Dr. Adsule particularly focused on Kalam’s concept of the “Evolution of a Unique You,” urging students to

cultivate not only technical competence but also emotional intelligence, resilience, and a sense of social duty.
He cited Kalam’s collaborations with students across India as evidence of his unwavering faith in youth as co-
creators of national destiny. “Dr. Kalam did not just mnspire dreams,” Dr. Adsule remarked, “he equipped

dreamers with the discipline to turn vision into reality.”

The seminar was followed by a contemplative reading session dedicated to Dr. Kalam’s writings and
speeches. Curated selections included excerpts from Wings of Fire, Ignited Minds, India 2020, and his
parliamentary addresses on education and innovation. Special emphasis was placed on his letters to students,
reflections on failure, and his “Vision 2020” roadmap for India’s development. The Library Reading Room
was thoughtfully arranged with biographical displays, timelines of Kalam’s scientific contributions (including
his role in India’s missile and space programs), and quotes such as “Dream, dream, dream. Dreams transform

nto thoughts and thoughts result in action.”

At the conclusion of'the session, several students shared personal nsights, noting how Kalam’s humility, work

ethic, and unwavering optimism offered a powerful counter-narrative to cynicism and apathy.

The event transcended ceremonial tribute, functioning as a dynamic pedagogical intervention that
connected scientific excellence with ethical citizenship. By situating the commemoration in the library—a
space symbolizing inquiry and integrity—the college reaffirmed its mission to produce graduates who are not
only skilled professionals but also conscientious contributors to society. The seamless integration of scholarly
discourse and reflective reading mirrored Dr. Kalam’s own life, where deep study and public service were

inseparable.
Diwali Rangoli Design Competition

In celebration of Diwali—the Festival of Lights—St. Vincent College, Pune, organized a Rangoli Design
Competition on October 17, 2025, in the college. The event aimed to promote Indian cultural heritage, foster
creativity among students, and mark the spirit of Diwali through a traditional art form that symbolizes

welcome, prosperity, and communal harmony.

The competition was open to all undergraduate and postgraduate students. Participants worked individually
or in small groups to create original rangoli designs using colored powders, flowers, and eco-friendly
materials. Emphasis was placed on aesthetic composition, thematic relevance to Diwali, and adherence to
traditional motifs such as lotus patterns, diyas (lamps), and geometric symmetry, while also encouraging

contemporary interpretations.



A panel of faculty members served as
judges, evaluating entries based on
| creativity, neatness, cultural
authenticity, and overall visual impact.
The judging process was conducted
impartially, with  winners  selected
across categories that recognized both

traditional excellence and innovative

expression.

The event successfully reinforced the college’s commitment to integrating cultural celebration with student
engagement. By reviving and reimagining a time-honored practice, the competition provided a meaningful
platform for students to connect with India’s artistic traditions and collectively embody the values of Diwali—

light over darkness, knowledge over ignorance, and unity in diversity.

Certificates of participation were awarded to all entrants, and prizes were conferred upon the top three designs
during a brief closing ceremony. The vibrant displays remained on view throughout the day, enhancing the

festive atmosphere on campus and inviting reflection on the cultural richness that Diwali represents.
Best from Waste Competition

In celebration of Diwali—the Festival of Lights—St. Vincent College, Pune, organized a ‘Best from Waste”
Competition on October 17, 2025, as a meaningful and forward-looking extension of the festival’s core ethos.
Rooted in the cultural spirit of Diwali yet oriented toward contemporary ecological imperatives, the event
sought to harmonize festivity with sustainability by encouraging students to reimagine waste not as refuse,
but as a resource with untapped creative potential. This initiative underscored the institution’s commitment to
fostering environmental stewardship, responsible citizenship, and innovation in alignment with national and
global sustainability goals. Open to all undergraduate and postgraduate students, the competition welcomed
individual participants as well as small collaborative groups, each tasked with designing original, functional,

or decorative artifacts using exclusively repurposed, recycled, or upcycled materials.
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Participants demonstrated remarkable

- ingenuity in transforming everyday

-

discards into evocative Diwali-themed
installations, adornments, and utility
objects.  Submissions  reflected a
thoughtful synthesis of tradition and
modernity: many entries incorporated
symbolic Diwali elements such as diyas
(lamps), lotus motifs, geometric rangoli-
inspired  patterns, and celebratory
. 1o ornaments, all meticulously crafted. The
——— | & __ : . *' (1 emphasis remained firmly on
sustainability, origmality, aesthetic coherence, and the conceptual clarity of the ‘“waste-to-wonder”

S r

V

transformation. In keeping with the college’s educational mission, the competition also served as an
experiential learning opportunity, enabling students to engage directly with principles of circular design,

material ethics, and mindful consumption.

A panel of faculty members was entrusted with the evaluation process who judged by criteria that included
creativity, technical execution, adherence to eco-friendly practices, relevance to the Diwali theme, and overall
visual and conceptual impact. The assessment process not only honoured artistic merit but also acknowledged
the environmental consciousness embedded in each creation. At the conclusion of the event, certificates of
participation were conferred upon all entrants in recognition of their commitment to sustainable expression,
while select outstanding designs were awarded special commendation during a brief yet dignified closing
ceremony.

Diwali Potluck Celebration and Student Dance Performances

In keeping with the spirit of Diwali—the
- Festival of Lights—St. Vincent College, Pune,
organized a Diwali Potluck Celebration on
October 18, 2025, followed by a series of

student-led dance performances in the college




auditorium. The event was conceived as a modest
yet meaningful observance of the festival,
emphasizing the values of sharing, inclusivity,
and cultural appreciation.

The potluck was held early in the morning in the
college.  Students and faculty  members
contributed a variety of homemade food items,
including
Sweets,

" savories, and

Z)

regional
specialties, which were arranged on shared tables for communal enjoyme nt.
Participation was entirely voluntary, and those who did not bring food were
equally welcomed to partake, reinforcing the Diwali ethos of unconditional
generosity and collective celebration. The informal gathering fostered a
sense of warmth and camaraderie across year groups and departments,
reflecting the college’s commitment to nurturing a cohesive and caring

academic community.

Later in the day, student wvolunteers presented a sequence of dance '

performances in the college auditorium. The selections spanned diverse
Indian traditions and contemporary
interpretations of dance forms. Each
performance was rooted in cultural
expression and aligned with Diwali’s
themes of light, joy, and renewal. The
presentations were brief and devoid of
competitive elements, focusing instead

on participation and the celebration of

India’s pluralistic heritage.
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The event was coordinated by the cultural committee and Student Council with guidance from faculty advisors

and support from the administrative staff. Emphasis was placed on simplicity, sustainability, and inclusivity
throughout—evident in the use of eco-friendly serving materials and the open invitation extended to all

members of the college community.
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The Social Transformation Initiative in Nagaland and Assam

From October 22 to 29, 2025, a dedicated social transformation initiative was jointly undertaken by the All
India Catholic University Federation (AICUF), Pune Unit and the Fransalian Association for Social
Transformation (FAST), with active participation from Dr. Gilbi John, AICUF Coordinator and senior faculty
of St. Vincent College, Pune. Building upon the foundational ethos of previous outreach programs—
particularly the September 2025 AICUF-FAST inttiative in Assam—this expanded mission extended its
impact into Nagaland and bordering regions of Assam, engaging diverse communities including tribal youth,

educators, women’s collectives, and local church networks.

The program was anchored in three interwoven themes:
financial literacy as a pathway to dignity, leadership
rooted in service and ethical discernment, and civic
empowerment through contextual education.
Recognizing the unique socio-cultural fabric of
Northeast India, the team adopted a dialogical and

participatory approach, ensuring that all sessions were "\ & Jalukie Hg, Nagaland, India =8 ==

'&\ Jmrc+mj4, Jalukie Hg, Nagaland 797110, India
Lat 25.641114° Long 93.671756°

co-created with community input and respectful of

Thursday, 23/10/2025 01:25 PM GMT +05:30

indigenous knowledge systems.

Dr. Gilbi John played a pivotal coordinating role
throughout the two-week immersion, facilitating
workshops on budgeting, savings, cooperative
economics, and responsible financial decision-making
tailored to the realities of rural and semi-urban
. households. In Nagaland, sessions were held in
collaboration with Jesuit social centers in Kohima,

Karbi Anglong, Assam, India # S Dimapur, and Chimoukedima, where youth groups

Xc68+mjr, Assam 782461, India, Karbl Anglong, Assam
I 782461, India

Lat 25.961978° Long 93.416653° & and self-help collectives explored how financial

G°°g|€‘ Wednesday, 29/10/2025 12:08 PM GMT +05:30

independence could strengthen gender equity and
reduce migration-driven family fragmentation.
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In Assam’s border districts— the team visited [ :
communities and conducted deep BN

conversations on career guidance, emotional "
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Special emphasis was placed on mentoring ‘ e]

intelligence, and values-based leadership.

young women in hostels and village schools,
encouraging them to envision futures beyond
traditional ~ constraints ~ while  grounding

aspirations in realistic planning and self-worth.

A distinctive feature of this initiative was the

integration of interfaith and inter-ethnic dialogue, facilitated by FAST Iongstandlng gras;?aots presence
Cultural exchanges with the Ao, Angami, and Bodo communities fostered mutual respect and highlighted the
role of local wisdom in sustainable development. Participants donned traditional attire, shared folk narratives,
and jointly reflected on how ancestral values of stewardship and community care could inform modern
economic choices.

The program also included capacity-building sessions for teachers and catechists, equipping them as
“multipliers” of financial and civic literacy within therr mstitutions. Dr. John, drawing on his academic
background and field experience, emphasized pedagogical strategies that blend classroom learning with real-

life application—such as school-based savings clubs and student-led community audits.

Throughout the initiative, the team maintained a reflective practice, holding nightly debriefs to adapt content,
honor feedback, and ensure cultural sensitivity. The journey culminated in a Community Pledge Ceremony
in Kohima on October 28, where participants committed to launching micro-initiatives—from youth-led
financial literacy circles to women’s artisan cooperatives—thereby ensuring continuity beyond the program’s

formal conclusion.

This October 2025 initiative exemplifies how education, when grounded in empathy, reciprocity, and
collaboration across institutions like AICUF and the Jesuit network, becomes a transformative force. By
bridgng Pune’s academic energy with Northeast India’s rich communal resiience, Dr. Gibi John and the
AICUF team reaffirmed their commitment to social transformation that is not imposed, but co-imagined—

and not temporary, but generative.
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The success of this mission underscores St. Vincent College’s evolving role as a catalyst for nationwide,

values-driven engagement, extending its mission far beyond the campus into the heartlands of India’s most

vibrant and wulnerable communities.
September-October in retrospect.

As the academic calendar moves beyond the luminous threshold of Diwali and into the reflective calm
of late autumn, the energy of September and October lingers—not asa memory, but as momentum. The events
chronicled in these pages reveal more than a schedule of activities; they attest to a community actively weaving
together knowledge, values, and action. From the quiet sincerity of handwritten letters on Teachers’ Day to
the collaborative ingenuity of “Best from Waste,” from the intellectual fire of Aavishkar proposals to the
grounded compassion of social immersions in Assam, Meghalaya, and Nagaland—each initiative has
deepened our collective understanding of what it means to learn with purpose and serve with integrity. As we
carry forward the insights, connections, and commitments forged in these past two months, may they continue
to inform not only what we do, but who we aspire to become: thoughtful stewards of knowledge, culture, and

the common good.
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